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The Alleghany Highlands Explorer Program held an open house at Alleghany High School Thursday, Jan. 

7, to share information with young adults possibly interested in pursuing a law enforcement career. 

Advisor and Alleghany County Sheriff’s Deputy Clinton D. Phillips Jr. answered questions and 

demonstrated various entries using his SWAT gear, masks used to enter meth labs, different uniforms 

and weapons. Cpl. Tommy Deem, K-9 officer, and his K-9 Stitch gave demonstrations on finding 

suspicious powders. 

A small group of students, possibly interested in law enforcement careers, from Bath County and 

Alleghany high schools attended the open  

Maggie Webb of AHS said she is interested in two careers but will probably go into law enforcement.  

Charles Offer of BCHS said he was too young to know as he is only in the ninth grade. Joseph Edwards of 

AHS  and Webb both got a kick out of trying on the gear and experiencing the weight of it all. 

In addition to the gear and demonstrations, Phillips handed out information packets on the program, an 

application for membership and a law enforcement career opportunities worksheet. 

Also on hand to assist and address any questions were Alleghany County Sheriff Kevin Hall, Covington 

High School Resource Officer Kameron Crowder and Advisory Board member and AHS guidance 

counselor David Edwards. 

“The sheriff’s office began laying the foundation for the program last October to help tie the community 

in with law enforcement,” said Phillips. “With all of the media attention on some of the bad apples, this 

seems like a good time to show the community another side of law enforcement.” 

The Alleghany Highlands Explorer Program, Post 1104, is sponsored by Sheriff Hall through Learning for 

Life, an affiliate of the Boy Scouts of America.  

Post 1104 is the badge number of late Alleghany County Sheriff’s Office Deputy Walter Nicely, who lost 

his life last year and was put in place to provide young adults who may be interested in a career in law 

enforcement with a comprehensive program of training, competition, service and practical experiences.  

The board is made up of three jurisdictions of law enforcement: Alleghany County Sheriff’s Office, 

Covington Police Department, and Clifton Forge Police Department; and two members of the school 

system — Edwards, along with Robbie Wood of Covington High School.   

Law Enforcement Exploring is open to young adults ages 14-20. If interested in the program or receiving 

more information, contact the Alleghany County Sheriff’s Office. 
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